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Towards a Sino-European Institute of Advanced Studies 

N
otw

ith
stan

d
in

g a lon
g h

istory of econ
om

ic, p
olitical, an

d
 cu

ltu
ral relation

s, th
e relation

sh
ip

 betw
een

 V
ietn

am
 an

d
 th

e E
u

rop
ean

U
n

ion
 w

as n
ot officially establish

ed
 u

n
til S

ep
tem

ber 19
9

0
. A

s a resu
lt, coop

eration
 betw

een
 V

ietn
am

 an
d

 th
e E

U
 rem

ain
ed

 som
ew

h
at

lim
ited

 an
d

 V
ietn

am
 w

as p
reven

ted
 from

 fu
lly p

articip
atin

g in
 variou

s coop
erative p

rogram
m

es betw
een

 A
sian

 n
ation

s an
d

 th
e E

U
. 
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T
he cooperative relation

ship betw
een

 A
ssociation

 of South
E

ast A
sian

 N
ation

s (A
S

E
A

N
) an

d th
e E

u
ropean

 U
n

ion
(E

U
) w

as establish
ed 31 years ago. In

 su
bsequ

en
t years, th

is
cooperation

 h
as greatly con

tribu
ted to in

creasin
g m

u
tu

al
u

n
derstan

din
g am

on
g peoples of th

e m
em

ber cou
n

tries of
both

 organ
ization

s, th
u

s con
solidatin

g peace an
d stability

an
d fosterin

g th
e econ

om
ic developm

en
t of A

S
E

A
N

 an
d th

e
E

U
 alike.

R
elyin

g on
 the legal fou

n
dation

 of T
he C

ooperative A
gree-

m
ent, signed on 17 July 19

9
5, the cooperative relations betw

een
V

ietn
am

 an
d both

 th
e E

u
ropean

 U
n

ion
 an

d its in
dividu

al
m

em
ber states have developed in

 all fields, in
clu

din
g cooper-

ation
 in

 social scien
ces an

d hum
an

ities. U
pon

 join
in

g A
SE

A
N

less than tw
o w

eeks later, V
ietnam

 becam
e involved in the exist-

in
g cooperation

 process betw
een

 A
S

E
A

N
 an

d E
U

 in
 m

an
y

fields. V
ietn

am
’s A

SE
A

N
 m

em
bership also facilitated V

ietn
am

to join
 th

e A
sia-E

u
rope M

eetin
g (A

S
E

M
) afterw

ards. A
ll th

e
sam

e, it can
 be said that there is still, today, som

e lack of un
der-

stan
din

g betw
een

 V
ietn

am
 an

d E
u

rope. 

H
en

ce, th
e N

ation
al C

en
ter for S

ocial S
cien

ces an
d

H
u

m
an

ities (N
C

S
S

H
) is seekin

g to prom
ote V

ietn
am

ese
research

 on
 th

e E
U

 an
d its m

em
ber states. In

 lin
e w

ith
 th

is
th

e C
en

ter for E
u

ropean
 S

tu
dies (C

E
S

), u
n

der th
e N

C
S

S
H

um
brella, is the first an

d as yet on
ly cen

tre in
 V

ietn
am

 to carry
ou

t fu
n

dam
en

tal research
 on

 th
e E

U
 an

d on
 E

u
rope at large.

T
h

rou
gh

 its research
 th

e cen
tre provides scien

tific fou
n

da-
tion

s for V
ietn

am
ese policy-m

akin
g tow

ards E
u

rope an
d, in

particu
lar, tow

ards th
e E

U
, w

h
ile strivin

g to en
h

an
ce th

e
u

n
derstan

din
g abou

t E
u

rope an
d th

e E
U

 am
on

g V
ietn

am
ese

people. 
W

ith
 assistan

ce from
 th

e E
u

ropean
 C

om
m

ission
, th

e C
E

S
is con

du
ctin

g a three-year program
m

e (20
0

2-20
0

4) on
 E

u
ro-

pean
 S

tu
dies, im

plem
en

ted in
 th

e tw
o m

ain
 cities of H

an
oi

an
d H

o C
h

i M
in

h
 C

ity. T
h

is program
m

e aim
s to en

h
an

ce
kn

ow
ledge an

d aw
aren

ess of th
e E

U
 in

 V
ietn

am
 by prom

ot-
in

g E
u

ropean
 S

tu
dies in

 th
e cou

n
try. A

 departm
en

t for E
U

Stu
dies w

ill be set u
p as part of th

e C
E

S, con
sistin

g of a team
of V

ietn
am

ese research
ers w

h
o are bein

g train
ed to u

pgrade
teach

in
g an

d research
 on

 th
e E

U
. T

h
e cen

tre w
ill also con

-
tain

 a library an
d h

old regu
lar sem

in
ars, w

orksh
ops, an

d

train
in

g cou
rses. A

ctivities in
clu

de sen
din

g E
u

ropean
 spe-

cialists to V
ietn

am
 to lectu

re or to give in
ten

sive train
in

g
cou

rses, an
d to in

vite V
ietn

am
ese sch

olars for research
 stays

in
 E

u
rope. 

V
ietnam

 and EU
 m

em
ber states

W
h

ile th
e cooperation

 in
 social scien

ces an
d th

e h
u

m
an

i-
ties h

as ju
st started an

d ach
ieved very m

odest resu
lts, th

e
cooperation

 betw
een

 V
ietn

am
 an

d specific E
U

 m
em

ber states
has a lon

ger history an
d is n

ow
 bein

g accelerated. T
he N

ation
-

al C
en

ter for Social S
cien

ces an
d H

u
m

an
ities h

as already
sign

ed cooperation
 agreem

en
ts w

ith
 m

an
y A

sian
 research

cen
tres in

 variou
s E

U
 m

em
ber states. Lookin

g back on
 th

e
research

 cooperation
 in

 social scien
ces an

d h
u

m
an

ities
betw

een
 V

ietn
am

, as w
ell as th

e N
C

SSH
, an

d E
u

ropean
 part-

n
ers, w

e m
ay draw

 th
e follow

in
g con

clu
sion

s. F
irstly, th

e
resu

lts of this cooperation
 w

ill n
ot on

ly con
tribu

te to en
han

ce
th

e m
u

tu
al u

n
derstan

din
g betw

een
 V

ietn
am

 an
d E

U
 m

em
-

ber states, bu
t also en

h
an

ce th
e scien

tific qu
ality of m

an
y

research
 topics, especially th

ose related to developm
en

t. Sec-
on

dly, th
e academ

ic cooperation
 in

 gen
eral an

d cooperation
in

 social scien
ces an

d h
u

m
an

ities research
 in

 particu
lar

betw
een

 V
ietn

am
 an

d th
e E

U
 is still n

ot equ
al to th

e devel-
opm

en
t of gen

eral relation
s betw

een
 th

e tw
o sides. 

Prospects 
T

h
e above resu

lts are very m
odest, n

o dou
bt, bu

t th
ey are

n
o less a prom

isin
g start for th

e research
 cooperation

 in
 th

e
com

in
g years. Togeth

er w
ith

 oth
er cou

n
tries in

 E
ast A

sia,
V

ietn
am

 h
as a lon

g tradition
 in

 social scien
ces an

d h
u

m
an

-
ities stu

dies. Q
u

ite distin
ctly, social scien

ces an
d h

u
m

an
ities

in
 V

ietn
am

, are also expected to provide academ
ic fou

n
da-

tion
s for determ

in
in

g th
e cou

n
try’s developm

en
t strategies

from
 decade to decade, especially du

rin
g th

e ren
ovation

 peri-
od. T

he V
ietn

am
 G

overn
m

en
t therefore attaches great im

por-
tan

ce to social scien
ces an

d h
u

m
an

ities, an
d to creatin

g th
e

n
ecessary con

dition
s for th

eir developm
en

t.
O

n
 th

e E
u

ropean
 side, E

U
 sch

olars h
ave set u

p m
an

y con
-

siderable in
itiatives to advan

ce cooperation
 in

 A
sian

 Stu
dies,

su
ch

 as th
rou

gh
 th

e fou
n

din
g of th

e E
u

ropean
 A

llian
ce for

A
sian

 S
tu

dies, w
h

ich
 h

as already attracted th
e participation

of seven
 leadin

g A
sian

 Stu
dies research

 in
stitu

tes in
 E

u
rope.

T
h

e m
ain

 qu
estion

 is h
ow

 to best explore th
is poten

tial. It is
to be h

oped th
at n

ot on
ly th

e R
esearch

 G
en

eral D
irectory of

th
e E

u
ropean

 C
ou

n
cil bu

t also E
u

ropean
 social scien

ces an
d

h
u

m
an

ities sch
olars in

 gen
eral w

ill tu
rn

 th
eir atten

tion
 to

th
is qu

estion
. 

For its part, th
e N

ation
al C

en
ter for Social S

cien
ces an

d
H

u
m

an
ities w

ill organ
ize activities to fu

rth
er th

e coopera-
tion

 betw
een

 ou
r C

en
ter an

d partn
ers in

 E
u

rope in
 th

e com
-

in
g years. O

n
e of th

ese w
ill be to u

n
dertake a com

preh
en

sive
research

 proposal on
 A

SE
M

, th
e resu

lts of w
h

ich
 w

ill be pu
b-

lish
ed du

rin
g th

e in
tern

ation
al con

feren
ce, to be h

eld ju
st

before A
S

E
M

 5 in
 V

ietn
am

 in
 20

0
4

. W
e w

arm
ly w

elcom
e

respon
ses from

 E
u

ropean
 sch

olars to ou
r in

itiative. <

P
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ca
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 N
G

U
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E
N

D
u

y Q
u

y
is P

residen
t of th

e N
ation

al

C
enter for S

ocial S
ciences and H

um
anities in V

ietnam
.

thong@
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This concept is both appealing and rec-

ognizable to the Chinese leadership. The

convergence of the Chinese and Euro-

pean way of viewing the future of the

world should not only be seized upon

with both hands, but also be strength-

ened at economical, political, and scien-

tific levels.

The establishment of a Sino-European

Institute of Advanced Studies (SEIAS) in

Beijing can give this rapprochement a

sound scientific basis and a focal point

by studying problems of relevance to

both continents, such as water manage-

ment, welfare systems, migration, reli-

gious tensions, disease control,

genomics, influence of the media, and

information technology, to name but a

few. Without an analysis of the problems

facing both China and Europe, a con-

sensus on how to tackle common prob-

lems is unattainable. To facilitate the

process of establishing this institute the

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and

the IIAS are in the process of establish-

ing the Asia-Europe Academic Network

The main characteristics of the institute

could be described as follows. Situated

in Beijing in the vicinity of other scien-

tific institutions in a campus-style envi-

ronment, SEIAS will be headed by a

director with proven skills in scientific

management, who is a mediator bring-

ing research interests together on a

Sino-European scale. The director will be

supported by a small secretariat which

will also assist the staff, consisting of

twenty researchers working in five

groups each composed of four institu-

tionally well-connected young postdoc

researchers (two from Europe and two

from China). The duration of the

research programmes is four to five

years and the researchers will be work-

ing in a laboratory-style environment

with all possible means of communica-

tion and a (electronic) library at their dis-

posal. Working together on interrelated

research programmes in a multidisci-

plinary and border-transcending man-

ner, they will be able to tap into the exist-

ing resources of their extended scientific

network. 

At a relational level this will lead to long-

lasting (scientific and personal) friend-

ships among all participants, which will

ensure a high degree of continuity in the

Sino-European research endeavour. The

research results are to be made public

regularly through updates and electron-

ic newsletters, while yearly high-profile

Although many new leaders in China

have an American college background,

they realize that the American unilateral-

ist paradigm is standing in the way of a

sustained and balanced global develop-

ment. They are much closer to the Euro-

pean multilateral paradigm, which is

based on an analytical and critical

approach of the world. Furthermore, they

share with the Europeans a profound his-

torical awareness rooted in their millen-

nia-long civilization. They are destined to

consider the long term, while the Ameri-

cans thrive on short-termism. While

China is clearly leaping forward, Europe

too is redefining its role in the world.

Europe is far more hesitant than China to

become a leading power in the emerging

trilateral world order of the twenty-first

century. However, it will only be a matter

of time before Europe will have to act

upon its own concept of effective multi-

lateralism, which is based on using its

policies on trade, aid, and migration in a

politically targeted and conditional way

(for example, the steel crisis with the US).

China is fast developing into an economical and political super-

power. Its buying spree and voracious markets underpin the new

economic growth in Asia. Its enormous potential is not only

attracting foreign investment, but also adding to its political

weight. China has the allure of the new and an affinity is devel-

oping between the once-feared China and the rest of Asia, and

European political leaders are also courting the dragon. What is

academia going to do? 

state-of-the-art reports of an applied

nature will be at the heart of seminars

and conferences, organized around the

respective research topics. Participants

of these meetings will come from all pro-

fessional layers of society, thus ensuring

a spin-off of SEIAS research endeavours

at all levels. 

The institute aims to achieve high visi-

bility, primarily through its high-quality

research and publications output and its

presence at international conferences of

a disciplinary or regional nature, thereby

becoming a natural partner of advanced

study centres and think tanks through-

out Europe and China. The institute’s

trademark will be its analytical problem-

solving, based on Sino-European scien-

tific concepts of longue durée, which dis-

tinguishes it clearly from the ad hoc

problem-solving media-driven American

scientific approach.

Those institutions or persons who feel

affinity with our project should not hesi-

tate to contact us. We strongly believe

that Eurasian cooperation is a precondi-

tion for the success of this project. <

Professor Wim Stokhof and 

Dr Paul van der Velde

For more information, please contact:

iias@let.leidenuniv.nl
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Som
e additional inform

ation on the N
ational C

enter for

Social Sciences and H
um

anities (N
C

SSH
) can be found

on the follow
ing w

eb pages. P
lease note that these are

not the C
enter’s ow

n:

w
w

w
1.cts.ne.jp/~vncenter/viet-or/N

C
SSH

.htm
l

http://asem
connectvietnam

.gov.vn/m
inistries/

social_sciences.htm


