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he Lao PDR today has a population of roughly five million

people and as many as 25 million people in the Lao dias-
pora; comprising an amazing complex of ethno-linguistic
groups. In recent years there has been an increased interest
in Laos and its peoples. There has been a flowering of schol-
arly publications on topics pertaining to Laos in the last sev-
eral decades and a growing interest cultivated by the interna-
tional media. The First Lao History Symposium, held in the
spring of 2002, heralded this growing interest in Lao Studies
among a new generation of scholars. This conference will
build on that momentum, beyond the study of history.
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The First International Conference on Lao Studies (ICLS)
wishes to provide an international forum for scholars to pres-
ent and discuss various aspects of Lao Studies. The confer-
ence will feature papers on any topic concerning Lao Stud-
ies. Topics include all ethno linguistic groups of Laos, the
Isan Lao and other ethnic Lao groups in Thailand, cross-bor-
der ethnic groups in Thailand, Vietnam, China, Burma, and
Cambodia (e.g. Hmong, Tai Dam, Phuan, Kammu), and Over-
seas Lao. They are provisionally divided into the following
broad categories: (1) languages and linguistics; (2) folk wis-
dom and literature; (3) belief, ritual, and religions; (4) histo-
ry; (5) politics; (6) economics and environment; (7) ethno-
cultural contact and exchange; (8) architecture, arts, music,
and handicrafts; (9) archaeology; (10) science and medicine;
(1) information technology; (12) the media and popular cul-
ture; and others. The First ICLS will create special panels for
individuals, groups or organizations that have four or more
presenters. €
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