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F
rom

 th
e ou

tset, com
m

ission
ed research

 h
as been

 at th
e

h
eart of th

e N
eth

erlan
ds In

stitu
te for W

ar D
ocu

m
en

ta-
tion

 (N
IO

D
), itself fou

n
ded by R

oyal D
ecree in

 19
4

7. T
h

e
D

u
tch

 govern
m

en
t com

m
ission

ed th
e 26

-volu
m

e h
istory on

th
e N

eth
erlan

ds in
 th

e Secon
d W

orld W
ar by N

IO
D

’s form
er

director L. de Jon
g, th

e W
ein

reb in
qu

iry an
d, m

ore recen
tly,

th
e S

rebren
ica report. Today’s N

IO
D

 research
 program

m
e

‘In
don

esia across O
rders’ w

as also com
m

ission
ed by th

e
D

u
tch

 govern
m

en
t, an

d th
e cu

rren
t h

istorical research
 pro-

gram
m

e ‘Japan
 an

d th
e N

eth
erlan

ds’ can
 likew

ise be con
-

sidered com
m

ission
ed research

. D
raw

n
 u

p after con
su

lta-
tion

 w
ith

 th
e Japan

ese em
bassy in

 T
h

e H
agu

e, th
e latter

project is fu
n

ded by th
e Japan

ese govern
m

en
t.

D
u

e to th
e sen

sitivities of w
ar h

istory, in
 particu

lar th
at of

th
e Secon

d W
orld W

ar, N
IO

D
’s research

 can
n

ot be carried
ou

t in
 safe academ

ic seclu
sion

. In
terest grou

ps an
d even

 pol-
itics squat on

 N
IO

D
’s threshold, tryin

g to read over the shoul-
ders. T

h
is m

akes it n
ecessary for N

IO
D

 an
d its research

ers
to reflect on

 th
eir position

 vis-à-vis th
e ou

tside w
orld. T

h
e sit-

u
ation

 –
 com

m
ission

ed research
 eagerly w

atch
ed by th

e
w

orld of politics, in
terest grou

ps an
d th

e larger pu
blic – m

ay
seem

 in
im

ical to in
depen

den
t research

; it requ
ires th

e solid
protection

 of research
 in

terests an
d a carefu

l strategy of deal-
in

g w
ith

 stakeh
olders.

T
h

e N
IO

D
/R

ijksm
u

seu
m

 exh
ibition

 ‘D
u

tch
, Japan

ese,
In

don
esian

s: T
he m

em
ory of the Japan

ese occu
pation

 of the
D

u
tch

 E
ast In

dies’, exh
ibited in

 th
e R

ijksm
u

seu
m

 in
 19

9
9

an
d su

bsequ
en

tly sh
ow

n
 in

 Japan
, brou

gh
t to th

e fore m
an

y
of th

ese ch
allen

ges. W
ith

 th
e sen

sitive n
atu

re of th
e topic in

m
in

d, the exhibition
 aim

ed to presen
t variou

s perspectives to
the visitors – m

an
y of w

hom
 presu

m
ably en

tered the exhibit
w

ith on
e-sided pre-con

ception
s. T

he exhibition
 presen

ted the
stories an

d experien
ces of in

dividu
als, displayin

g highly per-
son

al artefacts an
d docu

m
en

ts. T
h

ese w
ere presen

ted in
 th

e
sim

plified con
text of n

ation
al categories: the experien

ces an
d

m
em

ories of In
don

esian
s, D

u
tch/E

u
ropean

s, an
d Japan

ese.
D

u
rin

g th
e research

 for th
e exh

ibition
, con

tact w
as sou

gh
t

w
ith

 th
e parties in

volved in
 variou

s w
ays. N

ot su
rprisin

gly,
th

e fin
al resu

lt w
as in

flu
en

ced by th
e often

 em
otion

al, som
e-

tim
es cogen

t pleas of in
terest grou

ps to h
ave ‘th

eir’ experi-
en

ce represen
ted in

 th
e exh

ibition
. T

h
ese ran

ged from
 spe-

cific elem
en

ts of collective w
artim

e experien
ce (specific

in
tern

m
en

t situ
ation

s an
d categories of victim

s), to th
e

ordeals of eth
n

ic grou
ps (C

h
in

ese, E
u

rasian
s), an

d m
ore

political in
terpretation

s of th
is episode (especially am

on
g

Japan
ese w

ar veteran
s). T

h
e exh

ibition
 w

as adopted by th
e

bilateral O
rgan

isation
 for th

e C
om

m
em

oration
 of 40

0
 Years

of D
u

tch
-Japan

ese R
elation

s for th
e obviou

s reason
 th

at th
is

w
as a crucial episode in

 the con
tacts betw

een
 the tw

o n
ation

s.
B

u
t reaction

s from
 th

e variou
s parties in

volved proved th
e

recalcitran
t n

atu
re of th

e m
aterial: from

 th
e perspective of

th
e N

eth
erlan

ds an
d of th

e In
disch

 popu
lation

 in
 th

e N
eth

er-
lan

ds, th
e period of th

e Japan
ese occu

pation
 cou

ld n
ot be

passed over in
 silen

ce; from
 a Japan

ese perspective reticen
ce

w
ou

ld be th
e m

ost desirable option
 on

 th
is score. 

W
ith

 respect to th
e con

ten
t, th

ose respon
sible for th

e exh
i-

bition
 sh

ow
ed an

 aw
aren

ess of th
e risks an

d acted circu
m

-
spectly in

 accordan
ce w

ith their ow
n

 in
sights. It becam

e clear
in

 th
eir con

tacts w
ith

 th
e parties in

volved th
at th

ere w
ou

ld
be a lot of resen

tm
en

t, as proved to be th
e case du

rin
g th

e
open

in
g an

d afterw
ards. A

t th
e risk of gen

eralizin
g – as th

ere
w

as of cou
rse a w

h
ole spectru

m
 of reaction

s –
 th

e In
disch

grou
ps w

ere often
 disappoin

ted at w
h

at th
ey felt to be in

su
f-

ficien
t atten

tion
 paid to th

e su
fferin

g an
d in

ju
stices th

ey h
ad

experien
ced. T

h
ey expressed th

eir irritation
 above all in

 in
di-

vidu
al in

terview
s an

d, occasion
ally, in

 th
e m

edia.
Japan

ese grievan
ces m

ain
ly con

cern
ed th

e w
ay th

e em
per-

or h
ad been

 portrayed as w
ell as a perceived trivialization

 of
th

ree h
u

n
dred years of D

u
tch

 colon
ial oppression

, by com
-

parison
 to w

h
ich

 th
e th

ree years of Japan
ese occu

pation
 pale

to n
ear in

sign
ifican

ce. In
 spite of m

an
y explan

atory discu
s-

sion
s du

rin
g th

e in
itial stage of th

e project, th
e resu

lt w
ere

n
egative m

edia coverage in
 Japan

 an
d th

e Japan
ese govern

-
m

en
t’s refu

sal to allow
 th

e am
bassador to be presen

ted w
ith

a copy of th
e con

feren
ce an

d exh
ibition

 pu
blication

 at th
e

open
in

g con
feren

ce.
Fu

rth
erm

ore, th
e com

m
itm

en
t m

ade to assist in
 m

akin
g

the exhibition
 accessible to the pu

blic in
 prestigiou

s location
s

in
 Japan

 w
en

t u
n

respected. A
s a resu

lt, a vastly redu
ced ver-

sion
 of th

e exh
ibit w

as sh
ow

n
 on

 pan
els in

 a few
 sm

all, rela-
tively rem

ote location
s in

 Japan
.

In
terestin

gly en
ou

gh
, th

e few
est problem

s cam
e from

In
don

esia, w
h

ich
 h

ad m
an

y oth
er pressin

g problem
s on

 its
m

in
d at th

e tim
e. A

s a resu
lt th

e exh
ibition

 w
as n

ot presen
t-

ed in
 In

don
esia at all. N

everth
eless, th

e In
don

esian
 am

bas-
sador cam

e to accept a copy of th
e book an

d m
ade u

se of th
e

opportu
n

ity to m
ake critical rem

arks abou
t th

e N
eth

erlan
ds,

D
u

tch
 colon

ial policy, an
d D

u
tch

 h
istoriograph

y. 1 

T
h

is exam
ple sh

ow
s, above all, th

e n
eed for in

depen
den

t
research

ers to be aw
are of th

e problem
s w

h
ich

 can
 arise

th
rou

gh
 close con

tact w
ith

 com
m

ission
in

g an
d in

terested
parties. T

h
e in

clin
ation

 to accom
m

odate th
e fu

n
din

g party
or – w

h
at is even

 m
ore tem

ptin
g – th

e con
tact person

s, espe-
cially if th

ey can
 be regarded as victim

s in
 th

e bargain
, is

u
n

derstan
dable, bu

t it can
 easily place a research

er on
 a slip-

pery slope.
M

y person
al an

d in
stitu

tion
al experien

ce h
as con

vin
ced

m
e th

at it is of u
tm

ost im
portan

ce th
at th

e in
depen

den
ce of

research
 is explicitly specified as a basic con

dition
, an

d th
at

th
is is form

alized in
 agreem

en
ts. R

egardin
g (govern

m
en

t)
com

m
ission

ed research
 in

 particu
lar, agreem

en
ts ou

gh
t to

in
clu

de a ban
 on

 in
terven

tion
 in

 th
e research

 by th
e com

-
m

ission
in

g party, gu
aran

teed u
n

h
in

dered access to sou
rces,

gu
aran

teed an
d su

fficien
t bu

dget, an
d pu

blication
 gu

aran
-

tees, even
 if th

e resu
lt is n

ot w
h

at th
e party placin

g th
e com

-
m

ission
 w

an
ts. In

 extrem
e cases exem

ption
 from

 claim
s is

also w
orth

 con
siderin

g. In
 addition

, an
 academ

ic su
perviso-

ry com
m

ittee can
 su

pport research
ers in

 th
e even

t of con
-

flicts w
ith

 th
e com

m
ission

in
g party, w

h
ile givin

g th
at party

th
e feelin

g of n
ot bein

g u
n

du
ly depen

den
t on

 th
e arbitrari-

n
ess of a sin

gle research
er or research

 in
stitu

te.
Friction

, irritation
, an

d a perm
an

en
t differen

ce of in
sigh

t
or opin

ion
 are n

ever en
tirely to be avoided, n

o m
atter w

h
at

on
e does. A

fter all, in
 m

an
y cases th

ey derive from
 th

e sam
e

sou
rce th

at gen
erated th

e research
: th

e em
otion

s con
n

ected
w

ith
 th

e issu
es to be in

vestigated. It is im
portan

t to take con
-

tacts w
ith

 th
e parties in

volved seriou
sly. C

on
su

ltation
 w

ith
th

ose ‘in
volved’ in

 th
e past (an

d in
 th

e produ
ction

 of its h
is-

tory) can
 be a u

sefu
l an

d n
ecessary addition

 to h
istorian

s’
m

ore ‘tradition
al’ sou

rces. T
h

eir stories an
d m

em
ories can

provide essen
tial in

form
ation

 th
at is seldom

 pu
t on

 paper,
addin

g person
al an

d em
otion

al flavou
r to ou

r u
n

derstan
d-

in
g of th

e period. Fu
rth

erm
ore, th

e pu
blic can

 be m
obilized

to provide in
form

ation
 an

d person
al docu

m
en

ts. Fin
ally, lob-

byin
g can

 attract research
ers’ atten

tion
 to less kn

ow
n

 an
d

pu
blicized even

ts. In
 th

e ‘In
don

esia across O
rders’ pro-

gram
m

e, this is the case w
ith the In

don
esian

 C
hin

ese, w
hose

fascin
atin

g array of experien
ces h

ave rem
ain

ed ou
tside m

ost
h

istories of decolon
ization

.
T

his m
ean

s that con
su

ltation
 shou

ld in
clu

de a w
ider com

-
m

un
ity of people an

d n
ot rem

ain
 restricted to represen

tatives
of in

terest groups. T
he ‘In

don
esia across O

rders’ program
m

e
does this by organ

izin
g frequ

en
t sem

in
ars for n

on
-academ

ic
audien

ces, w
ith special in

terest in
 ‘n

ew
’ source m

aterials such
as ph

otograph
s an

d film
s, an

d for specific su
b-grou

ps, su
ch

as the In
don

esian
 C

hin
ese. In

 the recen
t past, this has resu

lt-
ed in

 th
e u

n
earth

in
g of u

n
iqu

e person
al sou

rces an
d in

valu
-

able com
m

u
n

ication
 w

ith ‘han
ds on’ experts.

T
h

e in
tegrity of in

dividu
al research

ers an
d in

stitu
tion

al
determ

in
ation

 can
 provide clarity an

d firm
 footin

g (an
d h

ave
a preven

tive effect) again
st tw

o com
m

on
 reflexes: ‘w

h
o pays

th
e piper calls th

e tu
n

e’, an
d ‘th

ose w
h

o h
ave been

 th
rou

gh
it th

em
selves are th

e best ju
dges’. T

h
ese reflexes are in

com
-

patible w
ith the dem

an
ds of academ

ic rigour. In
 N

IO
D

’s com
-

m
ission

ed research
 projects on

 A
sia, term

s w
ere specified at

the outset to en
able researchers to produce gen

uin
e, balan

ced
research

. M
ay th

at in
tegrity be m

ain
tain

ed in
 practice. <

P
rofessor H

an
s B

lom
is the D

irector of the N
etherlands Institute

for W
ar D

ocu
m

en
tation

 (N
IO

D
), part-tim

e professor at th
e U

n
i-

versity of A
m

sterdam
, and C

hairm
an of the K

oninklijk N
ederlands

H
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 G
en
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tw
en
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u
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 H
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For the reactions to this exhibition, see Som

er, E., S.

R
ijpm

a, N
ederlanders, Japanners, Indonesiërs. Een

opm
erkelijke tentoonstelling , Zw

olle and A
m

sterdam
:

W
aanders (20

0
2).

Note >

A
lth

o
u

gh
 co

m
m

issio
n

ed
 research

 is n
o

t in
 itself u

n
u

su
al, it raises th

e q
u

estio
n

 o
f h

o
w

 to
 safegu

ard
 th

e
in

d
ep

en
d

en
ce o

f in
q

u
iry, esp

ecially w
h

en
 m

o
ral, p

o
litical o

r n
ew

sw
o

rth
y issu

es are at stake. A
s th

e p
arty

p
lacin

g th
e co

m
m

issio
n

 an
d

 o
th

er p
arties in

vo
lved

 m
ay h

ave in
terests in

 th
e o

u
tco

m
e o

f th
e in

q
u

iry, attem
p

ts
to

 in
terven

e in
 th

e in
q

u
iry are n

o
t in

co
n

ceivab
le. W

h
ile th

is is in
ad

m
issib

le in
 ligh

t o
f th

e in
d

ep
en

d
en

t n
atu

re
o

f 
th

e 
in

q
u

iry, 
n

eith
er 

is 
it 

p
o

ssib
le 

to
 

cu
t 

o
ff 

co
n

tact 
w

ith
 

th
e 

co
m

m
issio

n
in

g 
p

arty: 
a 

go
o

d
 

w
o

rkin
g

relatio
n

sh
ip

 can
 b

e cru
cial to

 th
e research

. In
 co

n
trast to

 th
e h

u
m

an
ities d

ep
artm

en
ts o

f m
o

st u
n

iversities, th
e

N
IO

D
 o

ften
 faces th

ese d
ilem

m
as in

 its research
 assign

m
en

ts.

>
NIOD news

Five P
eta veteran

s at

th
e op

en
in

g of th
e

M
u

seu
m

 Yap
eta in

B
ogor on

 18 D
ecem

-

ber 19
9

5. T
h

e statu
e

is of Su
dirm

an
, w

h
o

later becam
e com

-

m
an

der-in
-ch

ief of

th
e R

ep
u

blican
 arm

y,

bu
t w

as a daidanchô

in
 th

e P
eta du

rin
g

th
e Jap

an
ese

occu
p

ation
.

Indonesia across Orders
‘Indonesia across Orders: The reorganization of Indonesian society’ has
been developed at the request of the Dutch Ministry of Health, Welfare and
Sport. The research is aimed at providing new insights into the conse-
quences of war, revolution, and decolonization for the different population
groups in the Indonesian archipelago from the 1930s to the 1960s. The
programme covers four research areas that embrace a wide range of social
developments: the Indonesianisasi of the economy and of the world of
industry and commerce; the financial settlement and the question of war
damage, rehabilitation and repayment; the mechanisms of and views on
order and security; and the changes in urban society. 
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