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he Hong Kong Heritage Museum
is presenting the Food Culture
Festival in 2003-2004 with a series of
exhibitions and public programmes
to explore Hong Kong’s food culture
from different perspectives. To tie in
with the festival, an international con-
ference will be jointly organized with
the Department of Anthropology, the
Chinese University of Hong Kong to
explore the food cultures of the city as
well as its neighbouring areas.
Food provides a comprehensive
insight to social relations, family and
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class structure, gender roles, and cul-
tural symbolisms, and is one of the
most important cultural markers of
identity in contemporary Asian soci-
eties. This conference looks at the pol-
itics of food and investigates how, by
whom, when, where, and why differ-
ent kinds of food are produced, pre-
pared and supplied. We seek papers
that examine how food is cultivated,
gathered, farmed and mass produced,
and how cuisine is invented, concep-
tualized, and marketed in various
Asian societies. We invite scholars
who are conducting research on the
production of food and foodways on
local/regional levels, looking into

issues such as transnational exchange,
globalization and localization, ecolo-
gy and natural resources manage-
ment, transformation of traditions and
technical interventions, ideas of fusion
food, etc.

Papers should provide an ethno-
graphic description and analysis of
the production of one or more signif-
icant ingredients and how they inter-
act with the social and political com-
plexities in specific cultural contexts.
The conference is intended to be
interdisciplinary and we welcome dif-
ferent disciplines, such as anthropol-
ogy, sociology, history, and gender
studies. €



