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H
u

m
an
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argo

H
u

m
an

 
sm

u
gglin

g 
o

rgan
izatio

n
s 

are 
cu

rren
tly 

h
eld

 
resp

o
n

sib
le 

fo
r 

th
e 

tran
sp

o
rt 

o
f

refu
gees, b

o
u

n
ty h

u
n

ters, an
d

 o
th

er m
igran

ts to
 th

e W
est. T

h
e D

u
tch

 P
u

b
lic P

ro
secu

to
r’s

O
ffice w

o
rks o

n
 th

e assu
m

p
tio

n
 th

at th
e m

o
vem

en
t o

f asylu
m

 seekers to
 th

e N
eth

erlan
d

s is
to

 
a 

large 
exten

t 
‘regu

lated
’ 

b
y 

th
e 

activities 
o

f 
h

u
m

an
 

sm
u

gglers. 
A

lth
o

u
gh

 
th

e
n

atio
n

alities o
f b

o
th

 th
e sm

u
gglers an

d
 th

e p
eo

p
le tran

sp
o

rted
 vary greatly, as d

o
 th

e
m

eth
o

d
s u

sed
, it is gen

erally assu
m

ed
 b

y b
o

th
 th

e p
u

b
lic an

d
 crim

in
o

lo
gists th

at th
e

p
u

rsu
it o

f p
ro

fit is an
 im

p
o

rtan
t, an

d
 p

ro
b

ab
ly th

e m
o

st im
p

o
rtan

t, m
o

tive fo
r h

u
m

an
sm

u
gglin

g o
rgan

izatio
n

s. A
 tu

rn
o

ver o
f b

illio
n

s o
f eu

ro
s w

o
rld

w
id

e is attrib
u

ted
 to

 th
ese

o
rgan

izatio
n

s.
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C

hina

M
alay C

ontacts w
ith Sri Lanka

T
h

e M
alays h

ave alw
ays b

een
 in

trep
id

 sailo
rs, travellin

g w
estw

ard
s as far as M

ad
agascar. S

ailin
g w

estw
ard

 fro
m

 a p
o

rt in
 th

e
M

alay P
en

in
su

la o
r fro

m
 W

estern
 S

u
m

atra, o
n

e w
as likely to

 d
isem

b
ark o

n
 th

e eastern
 an

d
 so

u
th

ern
 co

asts o
f S

ri Lan
ka

(P
aran

avitan
a, 19

59
): it is th

erefo
re n

o
t su

rp
risin

g th
at th

e M
alays m

ad
e co

n
tact w

ith
 S

ri Lan
kan

s. E
vid

en
ce o

f early co
n

tact
b

etw
een

 S
ri Lan

kan
s an

d
 M

alays lies in
 S

in
h

ala literary w
o

rks fro
m

 th
e P

o
lo

n
n

aru
w

a P
erio

d
 (10

9
8-1234

) an
d

 th
e D

am
b

ad
en

iya
P

erio
d

 (1220
-129

3). 

B
y M

elvin
 S

o
u

d
ijn

 

W
ith

in
 th

e
 sp

e
ctru

m
 o

f h
u

m
a
n

sm
u

g
g

lin
g

, th
e
 sm

u
g

g
lin

g
 o

f

C
h

in
e
se

 n
a
tio

n
a
ls p

ro
vo

k
e
s a

 lo
t o

f

in
terest, n

o
t o

n
ly am

o
n

g
 th

e m
ed

ia, b
u

t

also
 in

 th
e w

o
rld

 o
f in

tern
atio

n
al in

ves-

tig
atio

n
. T

h
ere are vario

u
s p

o
ssib

le rea-

so
n

s fo
r th

is. In
 th

e first p
lace, a series

o
f 

w
e
ll-p

u
b

liciz
e
d

 
in

cid
e
n

ts 
h

a
ve

cau
sed

 th
e co

m
m

o
tio

n
. T

h
ere is virtu

-

ally n
o

 stu
d

y, in
vestig

atio
n

 o
r p

u
b

lica-

tio
n

 
co

n
ce

rn
in

g
 
h

u
m

a
n

 
sm

u
g

g
lin

g

fro
m

 C
h

in
a w

h
ich

 d
o

es n
o

t refer to
 th

e

G
o

ld
e
n

 
V

e
n

tu
re

 
in

cid
e
n

t 
o

f 
19

9
3

an
d

/o
r th

e D
o

ver trag
ed

y o
f 2

0
0

0
, tw

o

e
xtre

m
e
ly d

ra
m

a
tic e

ve
n

ts in
vo

lvin
g

C
h

in
ese victim

s. F
u

rth
erm

o
re, h

u
m

an

sm
u

g
g

lin
g

 fro
m

 C
h

in
a, w

h
eth

er rig
h

t-

ly o
r w

ro
n

g
ly, is g

e
n

e
ra

lly b
e
lie

ve
d

 to

p
resen

t several u
n

iq
u

e ch
aracteristics.

T
h

e su
m

s o
f m

o
n

ey in
vo

lved
 are h

ig
h

-

er th
an

 th
o

se p
aid

 b
y an

y o
th

er n
atio

n
-

ality, ab
u

se
s, su

ch
 as slave

ry, e
xp

lo
ita-

tio
n

, a
n

d
 p

ro
stitu

tio
n

 is rife
, th

e
 le

ve
l

o
f o

rg
an

iz
atio

n
 is e

xtre
m

e
ly h

ig
h

 an
d

th
ere (p

resu
m

ab
ly) is asso

ciated
 crim

e

in
vo

lved
 (d

irected
 b

y T
riad

s). F
in

ally, in

th
e W

est th
ere seem

s to
 b

e a fascin
atio

n

fo
r, a

n
d

 sim
u

lta
n

e
o

u
sly a

 fe
a
r o

f, th
e

exo
tic. T

o
 th

is o
n

e co
u

ld
 ad

d
 th

e en
o

r-

m
ity o

f C
h

in
a’s p

o
p

u
latio

n
, p

resen
tin

g

a h
u

g
e p

o
ten

tial m
ark

et fo
r sm

u
g

g
lin

g
,

a
n

d
 th

e
 m

a
n

y re
fe

re
n

ce
s in

 p
u

b
lica

-

tio
n

s o
n

 C
h

in
ese co

m
m

u
n

ities to
 a ‘cu

l-

tu
re

 o
f se

cre
cy’. A

ll th
is le

a
d

s to
 th

e

im
p

ressio
n

 th
at th

e au
th

o
rities can

n
o

t

seem
 to

 g
et a g

rip
 o

n
 th

e co
m

m
u

n
ity.

H
u

m
a
n

 sm
u

g
g

lin
g

 fro
m

 C
h

in
a
 is

B
y S

h
ih

a
n

 d
e S

ilva
 Ja

ya
su

riya

H
isto

rica
l e

vid
e
n

ce
 a

lso
 co

n
firm

s

th
at th

e
re

 w
as a M

alay p
re

se
n

ce

in
 S

ri L
an

k
a in

 th
e th

irteen
th

 cen
tu

ry.

In
 12

4
7
, C

h
an

d
rab

h
an

u
, th

e B
u

d
d

h
ist

M
a
la

y K
in

g
 in

 th
e
 M

a
la

y P
e
n

in
su

la
,

attem
p

ted
 to

 in
vad

e S
ri L

an
k

a. S
in

h
ala

lite
ra

ry w
o

rk
s re

co
rd

 th
a
t C

h
a
n

d
ra

b
-

h
an

u
’s m

issio
n

 w
as su

p
p

o
rted

 b
y M

alay

(Javaka
o

r M
alala

) so
ld

ie
rs. H

e
 w

a
s

d
e
te

rm
in

e
d

 to
 p

o
sse

ss th
e
 B

u
d

d
h

a’s

to
o

th
 re

lics, w
h

ich
 w

e
re

 sacro
san

ct to

th
e
 S

in
h

a
le

se
, a

n
d

 w
h

ich
 w

e
re

 in
 th

e

p
o

ssessio
n

 o
f th

e S
in

h
alese m

o
n

arch
.

In
 co

n
tem

p
o

rary S
ri L

an
k

a, th
ere are

ab
o

u
t 4

6
,0

0
0

 S
ri L

an
k

an
 M

alays. T
h

ey

fo
rm

 0
.31 p

e
r ce

n
t o

f th
e
 p

o
p

u
latio

n
.

T
h

eir an
cestry can

 b
e traced

 b
ack

 to
 th

e

D
u

tch
 E

ra (16
56

–
17

9
6

) an
d

 th
e B

ritish

E
ra (17

9
6

-19
4

8
). T

h
e D

u
tch

 referred
 to

th
e
 S

ri L
an

k
an

 M
alays as ‘Javan

e
se

’

b
ecau

se th
ey w

ere recru
ited

 in
 B

atavia

(th
e D

u
tch

 ap
p

ellatio
n

 fo
r Jak

arta). T
h

e

B
ritish

 referred
 to

 th
e S

ri L
an

k
an

 M
alays

as ‘M
alays’ as th

ey sp
o
k
e B

atavian
 M

alay,

k
n

o
w

n
 to

d
ay as B

etaw
i o

r Jak
arta M

alay.

T
h

e
 B

ritish
 also

 tran
sp

o
rte

d
 In

d
o

n
e
-

sian
s 

fro
m

 
th

e
 

M
alay 

P
e
n

in
su

la

(P
en

an
g

, M
alacca, S

in
g

ap
o

re, P
ah

an
g

,

T
re

n
g

g
an

u
, K

e
lan

tan
), Java, M

ad
u

ra,

an
d

 N
o

rth
 B

o
rn

e
o

 to
 S

ri L
an

k
a. T

h
e

In
d

o
n

esian
 so

ld
iers in

 S
ri L

an
k

a w
ere

recru
ited

 fro
m

 Jak
arta in

 Java an
d

 th
ere-

fo
re h

ad
 a co

m
m

o
n

 ‘g
eo

g
rap

h
ical id

en
-

tity’. T
h

o
u

g
h

 eth
n

ic g
ro

u
p

s fro
m

 vari-

o
u

s p
arts o

f th
e In

d
o

n
esian

 A
rch

ip
elag

o

live
d

 in
 d

istin
ct p

arts o
f Jak

arta, th
e
y

sp
o

k
e
 a co

m
m

o
n

 lin
gu

a fran
ca

, e
ith

e
r

B
atavian

 M
alay (O

m
o

n
g

 Jak
arta, a cre-

o
le) o

r L
o

w
 M

alay/T
rad

e M
alay/B

azaar

M
alay (a p

id
g

in
). T

h
e
 S

in
h

ale
se

 h
ave

g
iven

 th
e ap

p
ellatio

n
 Jam

in
issu

(p
eo

p
le

fro
m

 Java) to
 all S

ri L
an

k
an

 M
alays,

re
g

ard
le

ss o
f w

h
e
th

e
r th

e
y are

 fro
m

In
d

o
n

esian
 o

r M
alay d

escen
t. 

S
o

m
e
 o

f th
e
 e

a
rlie

st M
a
la

y p
o

litica
l

e
xile

s 
ca

m
e
 
to

 
S

ri 
L

a
n

k
a
 
fro

m
 
th

e

M
o
lu

ccas an
d

 th
e L

esser S
u

n
d

a Islan
d

s.

F
ro

m
 17

0
8

 o
n

w
ard

s, Javan
ese p

rin
ces

w
ere exiled

 to
 S

ri L
an

k
a. A

cco
rd

in
g

 to

D
u

tch
 d

o
cu

m
e
n

ts, th
e
se

 In
d

o
n

e
sia

n

aristo
crats w

ere m
ain

ly fro
m

 Java, b
u

t

o
th

e
rs 

ca
m

e
 
fro

m
 
B

a
ca

n
, 

S
u

m
a
tra

,

M
a
ca

ssa
r, 

T
id

o
re

, 
a
n

d
 

T
im

o
r. 

T
h

e

D
u

tch
 a

lso
 e

xile
d

 th
e
 K

in
g

 o
f Ja

va
,

S
u

san
a M

an
g

k
u

rat M
as, to

 S
ri L

an
k

a,

to
g

e
th

e
r w

ith
 h

is re
tin

u
e
: in

 17
2

3, h
e

w
a
s fo

llo
w

e
d

 b
y 4

4
 Ja

va
n

e
se

 p
rin

ce
s

an
d

 n
o

b
lem

en
 w

h
o

 h
ad

 su
rren

d
ered

 at

th
e b

attle o
f B

atavia. A
t th

e o
th

er en
d

 o
f

th
e so

cial sp
ectru

m
, th

ere w
as a stead

y

in
flu

x 
o

f 
In

d
o

n
e
sia

n
 
co

n
victs, 

w
h

o

ca
m

e
 fro

m
 a

ll w
a
lk

s o
f life

. H
o

w
e
ve

r,

n
o

 sp
ecific in

fo
rm

atio
n

 is k
n

o
w

n
 ab

o
u

t

th
e
ir e

th
n

ic b
a
ck

g
ro

u
n

d
. T

h
e
 D

u
tch

a
lso

 
b

ro
u

g
h

t 
Ja

va
n

e
se

 
m

e
n

 
to

 
b

e

e
m

p
lo

ye
d

 in
 se

ve
ra

l ca
p

a
citie

s in
 S

ri

L
an

k
a, b

u
t th

e larg
est g

ro
u

p
 o

f In
d

o
n

e-

sia
n

s w
e
re

 th
e
 so

ld
ie

rs w
h

o
 se

rve
d

 in

th
e D

u
tch

 g
arriso

n
 in

 S
ri L

an
k

a. T
h

ey

ca
m

e
 fro

m
 th

e
 A

m
b

o
n

, B
a
n

d
a
, B

a
li,

Ja
va

, M
a
d

u
ra

, B
u

g
in

e
se

, a
n

d
 M

a
la

y

a
re

a
s.  M

o
st M

a
la

y sla
ve

s se
n

t to
 S

ri

L
a
n

k
a
 o

rig
in

a
te

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 M

o
lu

cca
s

an
d

 th
e L

esser S
u

n
d

a Islan
d

s. 

D
u

rin
g

 th
e D

u
tch

 p
erio

d
 an

d
 in

 th
e

early B
ritish

 p
erio

d
, th

e M
alays fo

rm
ed

m
o

st o
f th

e S
ri L

an
k

an
 arm

y, en
listed

 in

th
e C

eylo
n

 R
ifle reg

im
en

ts. T
h

e last reg
-

im
e
n

t w
as d

isb
an

d
e
d

 in
 18

7
3 an

d
 th

e

M
alay so

ld
iers jo

in
ed

 th
e P

o
lice fo

rce.

M
alays w

ere, th
ereafter, em

p
lo

yed
 in

 th
e

S
ri L

an
k

an
 m

ilitary, p
o

lice, fire b
rig

ad
e,

p
riso

n
s, 

p
lan

tatio
n

 
se

cto
r, 

an
d

 
in

saltern
s.  S

ri L
an

k
an

 M
alays h

ave b
len

d
-

ed
 in

to
 m

u
lti-eth

n
ic S

ri L
an

k
a b

u
t h

ave

retain
ed

 th
eir ‘M

alay’ eth
n

ic co
n

scio
u

s-

n
ess, th

eir m
o

th
er to

n
g

u
e, S

ri L
an

k
an

M
alay C

re
o

le
, u

n
itin

g
, b

in
d

in
g

, an
d

d
efin

in
g

 th
em

. S
ri L

an
k

an
 M

alay C
reo

le

is a co
n

tact lan
g

u
ag

e. W
h

en
 p

eo
p

le w
h

o

d
o

 n
o

t sp
eak

 a co
m

m
o

n
 lan

g
u

ag
e co

m
e

in
to

 p
ro

lo
n

g
ed

 co
n

tact w
ith

 o
n

e an
o

th
-

e
r, a ve

rb
al m

e
an

s o
f co

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

b
e
co

m
e
s n

e
ce

ssary, an
d

 co
n

tact lan
-

n
o

t a recen
t p

h
en

o
m

en
o

n
. In

 h
is stu

d
y

C
h

in
eesch

e im
m

igran
ten

 in
 N

ederlan
d

(C
h

in
e
se

 Im
m

ig
ra

n
ts in

 th
e
 N

e
th

e
r-

lan
d

s), p
u

b
lish

ed
 in

 19
36

, F
. van

 H
eek

n
o
tes th

at vario
u

s co
u

n
tries h

ave d
raw

n

u
p

 im
m

ig
ra

tio
n

 la
w

s to
 h

a
lt C

h
in

e
se

m
ig

ra
tio

n
. A

s a
 re

su
lt, a

tte
m

p
ts w

e
re

m
ad

e (an
d

 th
is is still th

e case to
d

ay) to

circu
m

ve
n

t th
e
se

 im
m

ig
ra

tio
n

 la
w

s,

a
n

d
 h

u
m

a
n

 sm
u

g
g

lin
g

 th
rive

d
. V

a
n

H
eek

 w
o
u

ld
 n

o
t state exactly h

o
w

 m
an

y

p
e
o

p
le

 ca
m

e
 in

to
 th

e
 N

e
th

e
rla

n
d

s a
s

sto
w

a
w

a
ys, b

u
t h

e
 su

sp
e
cte

d
 th

a
t th

e

n
u

m
b

e
rs w

e
re

 ve
ry la

rg
e
. R

o
tte

rd
a
m

,

‘a
s a

n
 im

p
o

rta
n

t sh
ip

p
in

g
 ce

n
tre

 […
],

a
n

d
 

w
ith

 
its 

h
u

n
d

re
d

s 
o

f 
C

h
in

e
se

in
h

ab
itan

ts [w
o

u
ld

 co
n

stitu
te] an

 id
eal

tem
p

o
rary refu

g
e fro

m
 w

h
ich

 th
e C

h
i-

n
e
se

 e
m

ig
ra

n
t co

u
ld

 try to
 re

a
ch

 th
e

p
lace

 w
h

e
re

 h
e
 n

o
w

 w
ish

e
s to

 live
’ (p

.

8
2

) (tran
slatio

n
: M

S
). 

V
an

 H
eek

 also
 d

iscu
sses th

e w
ays in

w
h

ich
 th

e
se

 p
e
o

p
le

 e
n

te
r th

e
 N

e
th

e
r-

lan
d

s. T
h

ey m
ay en

ter w
ith

 a valid
 p

ass-

p
o
rt, b

y sh
ip

’s d
isch

arg
e, as a sto

w
aw

ay,

a
s a

 d
e
se

rte
r fro

m
 a

 sh
ip

, o
r cla

n
d

e
s-

tin
e
ly o

ve
r a lan

d
 b

o
rd

e
r. T

h
e
 m

e
th

o
d

o
f 

sto
w

in
g

 
a
w

a
y 

w
a
s 

n
o

t, 
h

o
w

e
ve

r,

w
h

o
lly w

ith
o

u
t its d

an
g

e
rs. F

o
r e

xam
-

p
le, p

eo
p

le h
id

 in
 em

p
ty w

ater-tan
k

s o
r

b
o

ile
rs, w

h
e
re

 th
e
 te

m
p

e
ra

tu
re

 co
u

ld

so
ar if th

e sh
ip

 w
as sailin

g
 in
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 D
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The Research Network for the Study of Chinese Communities in the Netherlands 
The Research Network for the Study of Chinese Communities in the Netherlands (RSCCN) was established in 2001 as a joint initiative of the IIAS, and Asian Studies in Amsterdam (ASiA), at the

University of Amsterdam. This informal research network aims to bring researchers together, facilitating their cooperation. The field of study covers any aspect of social life among the Chinese

communities in the Netherlands, as well as the study of Dutch-speaking Chinese in countries such as Belgium, Suriname, Indonesia, and South Africa. 

During the RSCCN’s third annual meeting there were lectures on human trafficking by Melvin Soudijn, and by Judith Suurmond on the connection between participation in Chinese volun-

tary associations in the Netherlands and the formation of a civic community and socio-political integration of Chinese descendants. Peter Post screened amateur films from the 1930s pro-

duced by members of peranakan, elite Chinese families in the Dutch East-Indies, thereby putting forward a fascinating new way of looking at the position of Chinese descendants in a Dutch

colonial setting. < Dr Leo Douw, ldouw@fmg.uva.nl
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