
2

>
Editorial

B
y Ja

n
 A

n
n

ersted
t

C
o

in
cid

in
g

 
w

ith
 

th
e
 

S
e
p

te
m

b
e
r

2
0

0
2

 A
S

E
M

 E
co

n
o

m
ic M

in
isters’

M
e
e
tin

g
 in

 C
o

p
e
n

h
a
g

e
n

, th
e
 se

ve
n

th

a
n

n
u

a
l A

sia
-E

u
ro

p
e
 B

u
sin

e
ss F

o
ru

m

(A
E

B
F

 7
) co

n
fe

re
n

ce
 w

a
s h

e
ld

 ju
st

ah
ead

 o
f th

e A
S

E
M

 IV
 su

m
m

it. W
ell in

a
d

va
n

ce
, 

a
ca

d
e
m

ic 
re

se
a
rch

e
rs 

a
n

d

o
th

e
r sp

e
cia

lists fro
m

 E
a
st A

sia
 a

n
d

W
estern

 E
u

ro
p

e m
et to

 d
iscu

ss strate-

g
ic issu

e
s id

e
n

tifie
d

 a
t th

e
 p

re
vio

u
s

m
eetin

g
 in

 S
in

g
ap

o
re. 

In
 S

in
g

ap
o

re in
 2

0
0

1, it w
as d

ecid
ed

th
at th

ree strateg
ic issu

es cu
ttin

g
 acro

ss

th
e
 A

E
B

F
 w

o
rk

in
g

 g
ro

u
p

s w
o

u
ld

 b
e

b
ro

u
g

h
t to

 th
e
 fo

re
 to

 b
rin

g
 m

o
m

e
n

-

tu
m

 to
 th

e
 d

e
lib

e
ra

tio
n

s: (1) d
yn

a
m

ic

reg
io

n
s, m

etro
p

o
litan

 h
u

b
s, an

d
 m

o
d

-

ern
 g

o
vern

an
ce in

 th
e g

lo
b

alizin
g

 eco
n

-

o
m

y; (2
) stre

n
g

th
e
n

in
g

 th
e
 e

co
n

o
m

ic

fab
ric th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e g

ro
w

th
 o

f sm
all an

d

m
e
d

iu
m

-siz
e
d

 b
u

sin
e
ss e

n
te

rp
rise

s;

an
d

 (3) th
e g

lo
b

al ch
allen

g
e to

 co
rp

o
rate

g
o

vern
an

ce an
d

 b
u

sin
ess p

articip
atio

n

in
 so

cio
-eco

n
o

m
ic d

evelo
p

m
en

t. 

T
h

e
se

 
th

e
m

e
s 

w
e
re

 
d

iscu
sse

d
 

in

m
eetin

g
s am

o
n

g
 A

sian
 an

d
 E

u
ro

p
ean

sp
ecialists, an

d
 evalu

ated
 in

 a w
o
rk

sh
o
p

th
a
t b

ro
u

g
h

t to
g

e
th

e
r a

ca
d

e
m

ics a
n

d

o
th

er sp
ecialists fro

m
 A

sia, E
u

ro
p

e, an
d

N
o

rth
 A

m
erica th

ree m
o

n
th

s ah
ead

 o
f

th
e
 C

o
p

e
n

h
ag

e
n

 A
E

B
F

. T
h

e
 re

su
ltin

g

30
-p

a
g

e
 B

rie
fin

g
 P

a
p

e
r p

re
se

n
te

d
 a

co
m

p
re

h
e
n

sive
 se

t o
f su

g
g

e
stio

n
s fo

r

th
e eig

h
t w

o
rk

in
g

 g
ro

u
p

s an
d

 fo
r d

elib
-

e
ra

tio
n

s in
 th

e
 p

le
n

a
ry se

ssio
n

s. T
h

e

w
o

rk
in

g
 g

ro
u

p
s th

en
 u

sed
 th

is co
n

ten
t

to
 d

evelo
p

 th
eir p

latfo
rm

s fo
r ad

vice to

th
e m

in
isters an

d
 o

th
er to

p
 p

o
licy-m

ak
-

ers in
vo

lved
 in

 th
e A

S
E

M
 p

ro
cess. 

T
o

 d
e
live

r ta
n

g
ib

le
s, m

u
ch

 o
f th

e

w
o

rk
 in

 th
e
 A

E
B

F
 co

n
fe

re
n

ce
s is co

n
-

d
u

cted
 in

 th
e afo

rem
en

tio
n

ed
 w

o
rk

in
g

g
ro

u
p

s, e
a
ch

 co
-ch

a
ire

d
 b

y a
n

 A
sia

n

a
n

d
 a

 E
u

ro
p

e
a
n

 b
u

sin
e
ss re

p
re

se
n

ta
-

tive. T
h

e tw
o

 ch
airs p

rep
are th

e d
elib

-

eratio
n

s an
d

 h
elp

 in
 th

e fo
llo

w
-u

p
 to

 th
e

co
n

fe
re

n
ce

. O
ve

r th
e
 p

a
st ye

a
rs, th

e

‘T
ra

d
e
’ 

a
n

d
 

‘In
ve

stm
e
n

t’ 
w

o
rk

in
g

g
ro

u
p

s h
ave b

een
 in

stru
m

en
tal in

 id
en

-

tifyin
g

 o
b

sta
cle

s to
 tra

d
e
 a

n
d

 in
ve

st-

m
en

t an
d

 in
 p

ro
p

o
sin

g
 sp

ecific actio
n

s

b
y g

o
vern

m
en

ts, th
e W

T
O

, an
d

 sim
ilar

in
te

rn
a
tio

n
a
l a

n
d

 re
g

io
n

a
l o

rg
a
n

iz
a
-

tio
n

s. L
a
st ye

a
r, w

ith
 th

e
 D

o
h

a
 d

e
ve

l-

o
p

m
en

t ag
en

d
a at th

e cen
tre o

f d
iscu

s-

sio
n

s, b
u

sin
e
ss re

p
re

se
n

tative
s u

rg
e
d

g
o

ve
rn

m
e
n

ts to
 lib

e
ra

liz
e
 in

te
rco

n
ti-

n
en

tal trad
e an

d
 to

 sim
p

lify an
d

 m
ak

e

m
o

re
 

tra
n

sp
a
re

n
t 

ru
le

s 
fo

r 
fo

re
ig

n

d
irect in

vestm
en

t.*
 

A
s in

 S
in

g
ap

o
re

, th
e
 co

n
fe

re
n

ce
 in

C
o

p
en

h
ag

en
 h

o
sted

 w
o

rk
in

g
 g

ro
u

p
s fo

r

F
in

an
cial S

e
rvice

s, In
fo

rm
atio

n
 an

d

C
o

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

s 
T

e
ch

n
o

lo
g

y, 
In

fra-

stru
ctu

re, an
d

 L
ife S

cien
ces an

d
 H

ealth

C
are. T

w
o

 n
ew

 w
o

rk
in

g
 g

ro
u

p
s, ‘E

n
vi-

ro
n

m
en

t’ an
d

 ‘F
o

o
d

’, d
iscu

ssed
 th

e fo
o

d

p
ro

ce
ssin

g
, b

io
te

ch
n

o
lo

g
y, an

d
 e

n
vi-

ro
n

m
e
n

tal te
ch

n
o

lo
g

y in
d

u
strie

s an
d

im
p

lem
en

tatio
n

 strateg
ies fo

r su
stain

-

ab
le

 e
co

n
o

m
ic g

ro
w

th
 th

at allo
w

s fo
r

so
cial as w

ell as en
viro

n
m

en
tal im

p
ro

ve-

m
en

t. W
h

ile th
e p

rivate ro
le in

 in
itiat-

in
g

 an
d

 facilitatin
g

 trad
e an

d
 cro

ss-co
n

-

tin
en

tal in
vestm

en
t w

as em
p

h
asized

, so

w
ere th

e issu
es o

f co
rp

o
rate citizen

sh
ip

an
d

 so
cial resp

o
n

sib
ility. 

R
esearch and urgent 

policy issues
F

o
r m

a
n

y A
E

B
F

 7
 p

a
rticip

a
n

ts, th
e

d
iscu

ssio
n

s in
 C

o
p

en
h

ag
en

 w
ere u

se-

fu
l an

d
 in

tellectu
ally in

sp
irin

g
. F

o
r th

e

30
-o

d
d

 research
ers in

vo
lved

 in
 p

rep
ar-

in
g

 th
e
 A

E
B

F
 B

rie
fin

g
 P

ap
e
r, A

E
B

F
 7

w
a
s a

 ch
a
lle

n
g

in
g

 se
t o

f e
n

co
u

n
te

rs,

w
h

ere research
 resu

lts w
ere co

n
fro

n
t-

e
d

 
w

ith
 

u
rg

e
n

t 
p

o
licy 

issu
e
s 

a
s

exp
ressed

 b
y to

p
 b

u
sin

ess rep
resen

ta-

tives an
d

 p
u

b
lic o

fficials. 

A
re

a
s fo

r im
p

ro
ve

m
e
n

t w
e
re

 a
lso

id
e
n

tifie
d

. T
h

e
 la

ck
 o

f a
 p

e
rm

a
n

e
n

t

A
S

E
M

 secretariat an
d

 th
e an

n
u

al sh
ift-

in
g

 o
f A

E
B

F
 co

n
fe

re
n

ce
 re

sp
o

n
sib

ili-

ties ren
d

er co
n

tin
u

ity in
 d

elib
eratio

n
s

a
n

d
 th

e
 im

p
le

m
e
n

ta
tio

n
 o

f fo
llo

w
-u

p

reco
m

m
en

d
atio

n
s m

o
re d

ifficu
lt. A

s a

resu
lt o

f th
e tran

sfer o
f resp

o
n

sib
ilities

b
etw

een
 E

u
ro

p
e an

d
 A

sia, sp
ecializ

ed

k
n

o
w

led
g

e is u
n

fo
rtu

n
ately lo

st. T
h

ere-

fo
re, th

e in
stallatio

n
 o

f a ‘lean
, yet effec-

tive
’ 

A
S

E
M

 
se

cre
ta

ria
t 

w
a
s 

re
co

m
-

m
e
n

d
e
d

 o
n

 b
e
h

a
lf o

f A
S

E
M

 le
a
d

e
rs.

W
ith

 th
e
 e

xp
a
n

sio
n

 o
f th

e
 E

u
ro

p
e
a
n

U
n

io
n

, 
th

e
se

 
p

ro
p

o
sa

ls 
a
re

 
m

o
re

u
rg

e
n

t. T
h

e
y a

lso
 fit w

e
ll w

ith
 W

im

S
to

k
h

o
f’s e

m
p

h
a
sis in

 h
is ‘D

ire
cto

r’s

N
o

te
 o

n
 A

S
E

M
’ (IIA

S
N

 30
, p

.2
): T

h
e

A
S

E
M

 p
ro

cess, o
f w

h
ich

 A
E

B
F

 rem
ain

s

an
 im

p
o

rtan
t p

art, is in
 n

eed
 o

f a ‘lo
n

g
-

term
 in

tern
ally d

riven
 strateg

ic visio
n

,

w
h

ich
 can

 b
e tran

slated
 in

to
 clear an

d

co
n

crete o
b

jectives’.

D
e
lib

e
ra

tio
n

s a
m

o
n

g
 b

u
sin

e
ss re

p
-

resen
tatives, acad

em
ics, an

d
 o

th
er sp

e-

cialists n
e
e
d

 to
 co

n
tin

u
e
 to

 in
vig

o
rate

th
e
 n

e
xt A

E
B

F
 p

la
n

n
e
d

 in
 S

e
o

u
l fo

r

O
cto

b
er 2

0
0

3. <

R
eferen

ces

-
C

o
n

fed
eratio

n
 

o
f 

D
an

ish
 

In
d

u
stries,

G
row

in
g Togeth

er. N
ew

 Featu
res of A

sia-

E
u

rope 
B

u
sin

ess 
C

ooperation
. 

(B
riefin

g

p
ap

er p
rep

ared
 b

y A
sia R

esearch
 C

en
tre ,

C
o

p
en

h
ag

en
 B

u
sin

ess S
ch

o
o

l, fo
r th

e

A
sia-E

u
ro

p
e B

u
sin

ess Fo
ru

m
), C

o
p

en
-

h
agen

 (18-20
 S

ep
tem

b
er 20

0
2). (R

ep
rin

t

availab
le fro

m
 th

e A
sia R

esearch
 C

en
tre:

kb
.in

t@
cb

s.d
k)

-
H

w
ee, Yeo

 Lay, A
S

E
M

 T
h

e A
sia-E

u
rope

M
eetin

g P
rocess: From

 S
exy S

u
m

m
it to

S
trong P

artnership?
C

o
p

en
h

agen
: D

an
ish

In
stitu

te o
f In

tern
atio

n
al A

ffairs (20
0

2).

-
Lim

, P
au

l, ‘R
esearch

 co
llab

o
ratio

n
 to

p
rom

ote A
sia-E

u
rop

e relation
s’, N

IA
SN

yt,

20
0

2:2, p
p

. 18-19
.

P
rofessor Ja

n
 A

n
n

ersted
t

is a m
em

ber of

the A
sia R

esearch C
enter, C

openhagen B
usi-

ness S
chool, w

here he holds the U
N

E
S

C
O

C
hair in C

om
m

unication. H
e is a specialist

on international business and the m
anage-

m
ent of innovation.

ja.int@
cbs.dk

j.annerstedt@
interlace-ie.com

Editorial For a few years now, the illusory safe haven for humanities and social sciences in general and of Asian Studies in particular appears severely challenged by sub-
stantial budget cuts in many countries across the globe. How could this happen? As Asia’s prominence and international role is increasing, wouldn’t it make more sense that Asian
Studies achieves a higher profile? In the previous issue, I voiced some personal concern that the scientific community has created a separate niche for itself and neglects one of its core
responsibilities towards society at large, namely critically examining politics and power. One could imagine that if Asian Studies takes up this responsibility of informing the public and
involves itself more in broader political, economic, and cultural public debates and events, policy makers will be more likely to appreciate its intrinsic value. These brief thoughts fit in
well with Jan Annerstedt’s article on this page, which emphasizes the relevance of academic involvement in the Asia-Europe Meetings and Business Forums. It also links to the front-
page article, in which Mongolian parliamentarian Sanjaasuren Oyun addresses the dark side of globalization and expounds the ways in which Mongolia’s post-communist economic
development has been going awry.
Economic globalization has an equally marked (but surely not necessarily negative) impact on Asian cities and ranks high among the causes for their lasting attraction to the rural poor,
to (foreign) investors, and to various layers of government. The current and expanding global and regional importance of Asian cities warrants an extensive (11-page) theme section on
‘Mega-Urbanization in Asia’. Theme editor, Dr Peter Nas, has edited a wonderful collection of articles on a number of urban areas, in which both universal and city-specific aspects of
mega-urbanization are addressed. Due to the sheer size and rapid expansion of these cities, the Asian landscape steadily becomes more urban. In due course this changed geographi-
cal reality will no doubt prompt research fields such as anthropology, sociology, urban planning, socio-economy, cultural studies, but also history, to adjust their approach. Whether this
rapid urbanization is lamentable or not, Asian cities bear witness of a waning importance of rural in favour of urban areas and deliver another blow to Orientalist images of an unchang-
ing rural Asia. At the same time, by conveying some specific forms of urbanization in the non-Western context, the universal concept of urbanization is being redressed. We hope that
you agree that this issue’s theme proves a promising step in the above direction.
To conclude, Yasser Tabbaa’s article ‘Lessons from Looting’ deserves a short remark. The much-debated unreliability of the figures on looted material that the Iraqi National Museum’s
director presented some two months ago, no doubt add to the controversial nature of this topic, for which reason we open the floor for your reactions to this article in particular. As
always we also warmly welcome your comments and suggestions to other parts of the newsletter. Enjoy reading. < Maurice Sistermans
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w
w

w
.iias.nl

The International Institute for A
sian Studies (IIA

S) is a post-

doctoral research centre based in Leiden and A
m

sterdam
,

the N
etherlands. Its m

ain objective is to encourage the study

of A
sia and to prom

ote national and international coopera-

tion in this field. The institute focuses on the hum
anities and

social sciences and, w
here relevant, at the interface betw

een

these disciplines and sciences like m
edicine, econom

y, poli-

tics, technology, law
, and environm

ental studies. 
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