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A
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a
n
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E
u

ro
p

e is, h
o

w
ever, b

ein
g

 en
d

an
g

ered

b
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re
ce

n
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d
e
ve

lo
p

m
e
n

ts. 
A

s 
w

e
 

a
ll

k
n

o
w

, th
e
 cu

rre
n

t fifte
e
n

 E
U

 m
e
m

b
e
r

state
s h

ave
 in

vite
d

 te
n

 co
u

n
trie

s fro
m

C
en

tral an
d

 E
astern

 E
u

ro
p

e to
 jo

in
 th

e

u
n

io
n

. 
T

h
is 

E
U

 
e
n

la
rg

e
m

e
n

t 
w

ill

u
n

d
o

u
b

te
d

ly h
ave

 far-re
ach

in
g

 co
n

se
-

q
u

e
n

ce
s fo

r th
e
 A

S
E

M
 p

ro
ce

ss. It can

b
e exp

ected
 th

at th
ese co

u
n

tries w
ill, in

d
u

e tim
e, exp

ress th
eir in

terest in
 p

ar-

ticip
atin

g
 in

 th
e A

sia-E
u

ro
p

e d
ialo

g
u

e. 

O
n

 several o
ccasio

n
s an

d
 in

fo
rm

ally,

th
e A

S
E

A
N

 m
em

b
ers o

f A
S

E
M

 h
ave o

n

th
e
ir p

art in
d

icate
d

 to
 e

xp
e
ct th

at se
v-

eral n
ew

 m
em

b
ers, n

am
ely L

ao
s, C

am
-

b
o
d

ia, an
d

 M
yan

m
ar/B

u
rm

a, w
ill even

-

tu
a
lly 

b
e
 

g
ive

n
 

th
e
 

g
re

e
n

 
lig

h
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to

b
e
co

m
e
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S
E

M
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e
m

b
e
rs. M

o
st lik

e
ly,

n
e
w

ly in
d

e
p

e
n

d
e
n

t E
a
st T

im
o

r w
ill

so
o

n
 also

 asp
ire to

 A
S

E
A

N
 an

d
, co

n
se-

q
u

e
n

tly, A
S

E
M

 m
e
m

b
e
rsh

ip
. A

 d
e
ci-

sio
n

 w
ill p

ro
b

ab
ly b

e tak
en

 at th
e sixth

A
S

E
M

 su
m

m
it in

 H
an

o
i. M

e
an

w
h

ile
,

g
ive

n
 th

e
 a

d
d

itio
n

a
l E

C
 p

ro
p

o
sa

l to

en
larg

e A
S

E
M

 b
y accep

tin
g

 In
d

ia, A
u

s-

tralia, an
d

 N
ew

 Z
ealan

d
, w

e m
ay w

o
n

-

d
e
r in

 a
ll se

rio
u

sn
e
ss w

h
a
t k

in
d

 o
f

o
rg

a
n

iz
a
tio

n
 th

e
 E

C
 a

n
d

 its p
a
rtn

e
rs

h
ave in

 m
in

d
.

O
f co

u
rse

, su
ch

 a
 p

ro
life

ra
tio

n
 o

f

m
e
m

b
e
rs w

ill co
n

fro
n

t th
is re

la
tive

ly

yo
u

n
g

 co
n

fig
u

ratio
n

 o
f co

u
n

tries w
ith

all so
rts o

f p
ractical p

ro
b

lem
s. In

 fact,

I fear th
at th

e o
ften

 p
raised

 in
teractivi-

ty an
d

 in
fo

rm
ality o

f th
e A

S
E

M
 p

ro
cess

w
ill e

ve
n

tu
a
lly p

ro
ve

 a
n

 o
b

sta
cle

 to
 a

clear an
d

 fo
cu

sed
 exch

an
g

e o
f id

eas.

Y
e
t e

ve
n

 m
u

ch
 m

o
re

 cru
cia

l, to
 m

y

m
in

d
, is th

e fact th
at th

e A
S

E
M

 is still

in
 n

e
e
d

 o
f a lo

n
g

-te
rm

 in
te

rn
ally d

riv-

en
 strateg

ic visio
n

, w
h

ich
 can

 b
e tran

s-

lated
 in

to
 clear an

d
 co

n
crete o

b
jectives,

a
n

d
 re

le
va

n
t e

ffe
ctive

 in
stru

m
e
n

ts –

su
ch

 a
s a

 p
ro

fe
ssio

n
a
l se

cre
ta

ria
t –

 to

re
a
ch

 
th

o
se

 
o

b
je

ctive
s. 

A
s 

A
S

E
M

th
reaten

s to
 b

e o
verw

h
elm

ed
 b

y its all

to
o

 re
a
ctive

 re
sp

o
n

se
s to

 e
xte

rn
a
l cir-

cu
m

stan
ces even

 in
 its p

resen
t set u

p
,

th
e en

larg
em

en
t o

f A
S

E
M

 seem
s to

 b
e

p
o

in
tle

ss, if su
ch

 a
 stra

te
g

ic visio
n

 is

lack
in

g
. <
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Editorial In the relationship between science and politics, in large parts of Europe, the former seems to have found a spe-

cial niche, further and further away from its role as critical examiner of politics and power. To my mind a new scientific approach towards

politics is urgently called for. Stating it simply, this lamentable development requires science – ranging from technical studies such as

physics to social sciences, from urban studies, anthropology, and cultural or art history to classical literature or archaeology – to accept

its responsibility towards society in the public sphere (political as well as cultural). Science’s vital role in the political field is best deter-

mined as a means of informing the public and policy makers, while offering vociferous critique when it is called for. 

By the time these words are published, we may well have been presented with yet another depreciation of the words ‘compelling evidence’,

to be followed by a decrease of stock market prices. Current international affairs not only underline the responsibility of science towards

society and thus politics, they even challenge the concept of ‘evidence’, the scientific concept par excellence. The existence of (outside)

threats, whether valid or not, should push the scientific community to involve itself more in public discussion, surely not less. 

Current warmongering aside, the increased importance of Asia in the international field as well as the rapid and continuous increase of

international relations in general, amongst which Asian-European connections feature prominently, make it more important than ever to

be informed about Asia’s past and present, its cultures, politics, economies, and societies. The necessity lies in closing the gap between

international researchers, between researchers and students, and between academia and society, of which it is a vital part. 

In celebration of its tenth anniversary, the IIAS will hold a festival on 16–17 May this year, with which it hopes to interest prospective stu-

dents in Asian Studies. In the long run the IIAS hopes to work towards increasing a general interest in Asia and perhaps close some of the

above-mentioned gaps. Meanwhile, and regardless of what thirty signifies for many, reaching the thirtieth issue has done nothing to dis-

tance the newsletter from our open attitude towards new and uncharted topics of research. As the IIAS aims to operate at the interface of

technical studies, life sciences, and social sciences, we hope that this issue’s theme on ‘Psychiatry in Asia’, guest edited by Waltraud Ernst,

will constitute a promising step towards such an approach. As always we warmly welcome your comments and suggestions. 

Enjoy reading.  < Maurice Sistermans
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 th

e A
sia-E

u
rop

e M
eetin

g h
as m

ad
e real p

rogress. T
h

e m
ain

com
p

on
en

ts of A
S

E
M

, w
h

ich
 h

as th
u

s far been
 organ

ized
 on

 an
 in

form
al basis, are econ

om
ic

coop
eration

, p
olitical d

ialogu
e, an

d
 ed

u
cation

 an
d

 cu
ltu

re (th
e so-called

 th
ree p

illars). C
ertain

p
rogress can

 be said
 to h

ave been
 m

ad
e in

 all th
ree of th

ese d
om

ain
s, in

 p
articu

lar in
 th

e
econ

om
ic d

om
ain

 (on
 trad

e an
d

 in
vestm

en
t issu

es) an
d

 in
 th

e cu
ltu

ral field
, in

 w
h

ich
 th

e A
sia-

E
u

rop
e Fou

n
d

ation
 is very active. T

h
e p

olitical p
illar, h

ow
ever, h

as d
elivered

 few
er resu

lts. T
h

e
p

arties in
volved

 con
sid

er th
e A

S
E

M
 p

rocess as a w
ay to d

eep
en

 relation
s betw

een
 A

sia an
d

E
u

rop
e an

d
 as su

ch
 it is a tim

e-con
su

m
in

g, sen
sitive exercise in

 bu
ild

in
g m

u
tu

al con
fid

en
ce.

P
rogress on

 secon
d

 d
om

ain
 th

em
es, su

ch
 as good

 govern
an

ce, h
u

m
an

 righ
ts, su

stain
able

en
viron

m
en

t, an
d

 th
e ru

le of law
, can

 on
ly be m

ad
e on

 th
e basis of tru

st still tod
ay. Yet, th

ere
are u

n
d

en
iable sign

s in
d

icatin
g an

 in
creasin

g read
in

ess, on
 both

 sid
es, to d

iscu
ss th

ese
top

ics, th
u

s I believe th
e in

vestm
en

t in
 tim

e to h
ave been

 w
orth

w
h

ile.
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I w
elcom

e M
r G

iri’s response to m
y research report on ‘The Life of H

indus in B
ritain’ (IIA

SN
 27, p.23) for a dual reason. First-

ly the in
itial m

otive behin
d w

ritin
g the rep

ort –
 to in

troduce the research to in
terested in

dividuals an
d con

sequen
tly en

courage

the gen
eration

 of m
ore con

tacts –
 cou

ld
 be better facilitated

. M
r G

iri is correct; I am
 yet to in

terview
 N

ep
alese H

in
d

u
s. In

 this

regard I hope he w
ill be w

illing to introduce m
e to individuals he thinks should be interview

ed. M
ore generally, his reaction pres-

ents m
e w

ith an opportunity to clarify aspects of the research that have perhaps been m
isunderstood.

The agen
da of the research is not to ‘brin

g positive input into people’s lives’ or to ‘sim
ply end up as another unread academ

ic

report’ (M
r G

iri’s inferen
ces). N

either is ‘actual change for the H
indu com

m
unity’ a driving force behind this w

ork. Such policy-

driven agendas m
ake too m

an
y assum

ption
s about the existence of a hom

ogeneous H
indu com

m
unity and a distinct identity of

interests am
ongst such a group.

The research is m
erely a first step in recording the life stories of first generation m

igrants w
ho call them

selves H
indu. The archive

that w
ill hold the interview

s could be a database from
 w

hich research, w
hether journalistic or academ

ic, can spring. The archive

w
ill also be taken

 back in
to various com

m
un

ity groups in order to teach the significance and practical application of oral history.

The theoretical basis of oral history, of capturin
g the voices of ‘ordinary’ m

en and w
om

en as opposed to political or cultural ‘rep-

resen
tatives’ is itself an

 attem
pt to coun

ter charges of academ
icism

. It is also an attem
pt to engage w

ith the voices and thoughts

of in
dividuals about their faith an

d their n
otion

s of com
m

unity rather than assum
ing their consciousness from

 their class, caste

or social positions. W
hile the agency of individuals is philosophically questionable, at least a few

 aging voices w
ill be recorded and

preserved for posterity; voices that quietly challenge sw
eeping generalizations.

So far, the in
terview

s con
ducted in

dicate that there is no such thing as B
ritish H

induism
 as an all-encom

passing aegis. R
ather,

w
hat is ap

p
aren

t is a very stron
g an

d
 vibran

t, n
u

m
erically d

om
in

an
t G

u
jarati com

m
u

n
ity w

hich gen
erates m

u
ch of the tem

p
le

buildin
g and com

m
unity activity in

 specific areas of B
ritain such as Leicester and N

easden. H
ow

ever, sm
aller centres of concen-

tration con
stituting m

ore recen
tly im

m
igrated groups such as the Sri Lankan Tam

ils have also developed in the inner cities. Each

group, be it B
en

gali, W
est In

dian or Sw
am

i N
arayan, brings w

ith it different practices of w
orship and religious spaces. 

O
rgan

ization
s such as the V

ishw
a H

in
du P

arishad, the H
indu Sw

ayam
sevak Sangh, and the m

ore innocuous C
ouncil of H

indu

Tem
ples, have been attem

ptin
g to draw

 the various H
indu com

m
unities together, but m

em
bers of each organization com

plain of

the disu
n

ity an
d diversity am

on
gst p

ractition
ers of the religion

. Thu
s the research exten

ds ou
r kn

ow
ledge of the lack of hom

o-

gen
eity am

on
gst H

in
dus in

 B
ritain

 but also draw
s out w

hat H
in

duism
 m

ean
s for each disp

arate believer. The focal question
 is:

W
hat do these people m

ean
 w

hen they call them
selves H

indu? This is perhaps far m
ore basic than the points raised by M

r G
iri,

an
d yet the responses so far have contributed to a m

ore com
plicated and nuanced understanding of the practice of faith, and the

richn
ess of ‘ordinary’ life.<
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I
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h
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i S
h

arm
a’s rep

o
rt reg

ard
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in
g

 ‘T
h

e L
ife o

f H
in

d
u
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 B
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’ p

u
b

lish
ed

 in
 th

e IIA
S

N
ew

sletter
(IIA

S
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 2
7

, p
. 2

3). A
p

art fro
m

 its h
ig

h
e
r p

h
ilo

so
-

p
h

ies, th
ere is n

o
t m

u
ch

 in
terest in

 th
e W

est fo
r H

in
d

u
ism

(cf. B
u

d
d

h
ism

). T
h

e im
p

o
rtan

t p
art o

f th
e article w

as th
e fact

th
at fin

ally so
m

e k
in

d
 o

f co
n

cern
 is raised

 fo
r B

ritain
’s H

in
d

u

m
in

o
rity co

m
m

u
n

ity –
 in

 a
 co

u
n

try w
h

e
re

 m
a
n

y d
iffe

re
n

t

eth
n

icities o
r relig

io
u

s g
ro

u
p

s live. S
eek

in
g

 to
 id

en
tify lo

n
g

u
n

d
er-rep

resen
ted

 p
eo

p
les th

ro
u

g
h

 research
, b

u
ild

in
g

 tem
-

p
les, an

d
 m

o
re su

ch
 th

in
g

s are in
d

eed
 p

o
sitive step

s. In
ter-

e
stin

g
ly th

o
u

g
h

, S
h

arm
a d

o
e
s n

o
t m

e
n

tio
n

 th
e
 larg

e
 n

u
m

-

b
ers o

f N
ep

alese livin
g
 in

 B
ritain

. H
er rep

o
rt g

ave th
e im

p
res-

sio
n

 th
a
t sh

e
 w

a
s e

m
p

h
a
siz

in
g

 H
in

d
u

ism
 m

o
re

 th
a
n

 th
e

H
in

d
u

 m
in

o
rity in

 B
ritain

. If th
is is so

, I am
 afraid

 th
e title

d
o

es n
o

t fit th
e co

n
text. I w

o
u

ld
 lik

e to
 ask

 w
h

eth
er a sim

p
le

in
terview

 research
 o

n
 H

in
d

u
s (o

r an
y o

th
er m

in
o

rity g
ro

u
p

fo
r th

at m
atter) can

 b
rin

g
 p

o
sitive in

p
u

t to
 p

eo
p

le’s lives? O
r

is it ju
st th

at stu
d

yin
g

 m
in

o
rities h

as b
eco

m
e to

d
ay an

 aca-

d
e
m

ic b
u

z
z
w

o
rd

 th
a
t h

a
s a

ttra
cte

d
 re

se
a
rch

 o
n

 H
in

d
u

s? I

b
elieve fo

r actu
al ch

an
g

e th
ere sh

o
u

ld
 b

e a g
rassro

o
ts aw

are-

n
e
ss ca

m
p

a
ig

n
 th

a
t ca

n
 in

flu
e
n

ce
 th

e
 p

o
licy m

a
k

e
rs. Ju

st

b
u

ild
in

g
 a g

ath
erin

g
 p

lace o
r w

ritin
g

 an
 acad

em
ic rep

o
rt th

at

n
o

 o
n

e sees, excep
t th

o
se in

vo
lved

 in
 th

e research
, w

ill n
o

t

m
ak

e a d
ifferen

ce. E
ven

 th
o

u
g

h
 th

e existen
ce o

f th
e class sys-

tem
 is o

fficially d
en

ied
, it is clear th

at in
 p

ractice B
ritish

 so
ci-

ety is still d
ivid

ed
 in

to
 vario

u
s so

cial lad
d

ers. In
 th

is lig
h

t, I

fin
d

 it h
ig

h
ly re

m
a
rk

a
b

le
 th

a
t ‘W

e
ste

rn
e
rs’ vie

w
 th

e
 ‘ca

ste

system
’ in

 S
o

u
th

 A
sia so

 n
eg

atively w
h

ile class arran
g

em
en

ts

an
d

 d
iscrim

in
atio

n
 o

ften
 b

ased
 o

n
 race are p

revalen
t in

 th
eir

o
w

n
 so

ciety. I th
in

k
 th

e article w
o

u
ld

 h
ave b

een
 m

u
ch

 m
o

re

in
sig

h
tfu

l if it h
ad

 illu
strated

 w
h

at th
e p

o
sitio

n
 o

f H
in

d
u

s in

B
ritish

 so
ciety is an

d
 sh

o
w

ed
 w

h
eth

er th
e cu

rren
t research

is aim
ed

 at fin
d

in
g

 a ‘so
cial sp

ace’ fo
r m

in
o

rities rath
er th

an

ju
st a p

lace fo
r acad

em
ic talk

 o
r co

m
m

u
n

ity p
rayer. <
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