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Tibetological Collections & Archives Series
Dory Heilijgers’ article on the ‘The Leiden Collection of Tibetan Documents’ is the ninth contribution to the Tibetological Col-

lections & Archives Series, which is devoted to important projects on cataloguing, ‘computerization’ (inputting and scan-

ning), editing, and translation of important Tibetan language text-collections and archives. In this series various colleagues

briefly present their initiatives to a larger public, or update the scholarly world on the progress of their already well-established

projects. Some are high-profile projects, of which at least Tibetologists will generally be aware, yet some may also be less well

known. Nevertheless, I trust that it will be useful to be informed or updated on all these initiatives and I also hope that the

projects presented will profit from the exposure and the response that this coverage will engender. If you are interested in any

of the projects described, feel free to contact the author of the article. In case you would like to introduce your own (planned)

work in the field, please contact the editors of the IIAS Newsletter or the author of this introduction. We should very much like

to encourage our contributors to keep us informed on the progress of their projects by regular updates. - Henk Blezer

Searching in the W
ebO

P
A

C
:

–
 

go to http://lbs.leidenuniv.nl (English version
 available)

–
 

select G
eneral C

atalogue Leiden U
niversity

–
 

select your search keys in the m
enus and type your search term

.

A
ny docum

ent available in the K
ern Institute Library has a shelf-m

ark 

(=
 plaatsingscode) beginning w

ith I.K
ER

N

A
n interesting option is the possibility to search for a survey of the Tibetan 

docum
ents in the K

ern Institute Library (of course, after registration):

Select in the m
enus: ‘new

 search; and then ‘classification dept.libraries’ (last

option), and give as a search term
 ‘i.kern 2470

/H
’ or ‘i.kern B

r.79/H
’ to obtain

a survey of the block prints; ‘i.kern 2740
/M

’ or ‘i.kern B
r.79/M

’ for the m
anu-

scripts; ‘i.kern 2740
/L’ or ‘i.kern 2740

/B
’ for the Lepcha and B

on m
anuscripts,

respectively.

For further inform
ation and requests for copies: d.heilijgers@

let.leidenuniv.nl

or kernlib@
let.leidenuniv.nl 
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e p
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 b
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 d
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 o
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re

ce
ive

s

d
u

p
licates th

at can
 b

e u
sed

 fo
r an

y fu
r-

th
er co

p
ies, eith

er film
s o

r fich
es.

In
 th

e
 M

e
ta

m
o

rfo
z
e
 sch

e
m

e
, re

g
is-

tratio
n

 refers to
 th

e m
ak

in
g

 o
f a b

ib
lio

-

g
ra

p
h

ica
l 

d
e
scrip

tio
n

 
in

 
th

e
 

D
u

tch

n
atio

n
al au

to
m

ated
 catalo

g
u

in
g

 system

(G
G

C
). E

sse
n

tia
l e

n
trie

s a
re

 th
e
 title

,

th
e m

arg
in

 title (an
d

, if ap
p

licab
le, th

e

title o
f th

e co
llected

 w
o

rk
 it b

elo
n

g
s to

),

a lo
cal co

d
e (=

 in
ven

to
ry n

u
m

b
er), ele-

m
e
n

ta
ry syste

m
a
tic co

d
e
s to

 in
d

ica
te

th
e co

n
ten

ts, an
d

 th
e n

u
m

b
er o

f leaves.

O
th

e
r d

e
sirab

le
 e

n
trie

s th
at are

 e
ith

e
r

p
u

t a
w

a
y in

 th
e
 co

lo
p

h
o

n
 o

r a
re

 n
o

t

m
en

tio
n

ed
 at all an

d
 th

erefo
re m

u
st b

e

d
e
rive

d
 fro

m
 o

th
e
r so

u
rce

s a
re

 th
e

a
u

th
o

r/scrib
e
/co

m
p

ile
r, (a

n
 e

stim
a
te

o
f) th

e d
ate o

f co
m

p
o
sitio

n
 an

d
 th

e d
ate

o
f th

e m
ak

in
g

 o
f th

e p
resen

t co
p

y, an
d

th
e n

am
e o

f th
e p

rin
tin

g
 o

ffice. K
alsan

g

N
o

rb
u

 G
u

ru
n

g
 h

as b
een

 ap
p

o
in

ted
 fo

r

th
is ca

ta
lo

g
u

in
g

 w
o

rk
. W

e
 in

te
n

d
 to

m
a
k

e
 in

 th
e
 fu

tu
re

 a
n

 a
n

n
o

ta
te

d
 sys-

tem
atic catalo

g
u

e b
y g

en
eratin

g
 th

e b
ib

-

lio
g

rap
h

ical co
m

p
u

ter d
ata an

d
 ad

d
in

g

to
 th

e
m

 a d
e
taile

d
 sp

e
cificatio

n
 o

f th
e

su
b

ject m
atter o

f each
 text an

d
 (p

art o
f)

th
e co

lo
p

h
o

n
 as w

ell.

T
h

e catalo
g

u
e (W

eb
O

P
A

C
) is search

-

ab
le o

n
 title, au

th
o

r, su
b

ject, etc. an
d

 is

a
cce

ssib
le

 o
n

lin
e
 a

ll o
ve

r th
e
 w

o
rld

th
ro

u
g
h

 th
e In

tern
et. U

p
o
n

 req
u

est an
y

text can
 b

e su
p

p
lied

 o
n

 m
icro

fich
e o

r in

p
rin

t. F
o

r se
a
rch

in
g

 a
n

d
 o

rd
e
rin

g
 I

re
fe

r th
e
 re

a
d

e
r to

 th
e
 in

stru
ctio

n
s in

th
e sid

e fram
e. B

y th
e tim

e th
is article

is p
u

b
lish

e
d

 th
e
 first e

n
trie

s w
ill b

e

availab
le.

P
u

n
tso

k
 L

u
n

g
tak

, a m
o

n
k

 fro
m

 C
en

-

tral T
ib

e
t, w

as o
n

e
 o

f th
e
 m

o
st e

n
th

u
-

siastic co
llecto

rs in
 th

e service o
f Jo

h
an

van
 M

an
en

. In
 h

is au
to

b
io

g
rap

h
y w

rit-

te
n

 in
 th

e
 19

2
0

s h
e
 in

fo
rm

s u
s th

a
t

a
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 so
m

e
 o

f h
is co

u
n

trym
e
n

‘it is a g
reat sin

 to
 sell o

u
r T

ib
etan

 reli-

g
io

u
s b

o
o

k
s to

 E
n

g
lish

m
en

…
[w

h
o

] w
ill

sit o
n

 th
e b

o
o

k
 an

d
 step

 b
y fo

o
t [o

n
 it]’.

H
e ig

n
o

red
 th

is accu
satio

n
 b

ecau
se h

e

w
a
s o

f th
e
 o

p
in

io
n

 th
a
t e

xa
ctly th

e

sp
read

 o
f th

ese texts g
u

aran
teed

 a th
o

r-

o
u

g
h

 k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e
 o

f th
e
 T

ib
e
ta

n
 B

u
d

-

d
h

ist tra
d

itio
n

s. T
h

e
 p

o
ssib

ilitie
s o

f

m
o

d
e
rn

 p
re

se
rva

tio
n

 a
n

d
 co

m
p

u
te

r

tech
n

iq
u

es w
ere far b

eyo
n

d
 h

is im
ag

i-

n
a
tio

n
, b

u
t h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 ce

rta
in

ly h
a
ve

b
een

 very h
ap

p
y w

ith
 th

e p
resen

t care

fo
r ‘h

is’ b
o

o
k

s an
d

 th
eir accessib

ility o
n

an
 in

tern
atio

n
al scale.<
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