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the enhancem
ent of A

sian Studies. In keeping w
ith the N

ether-

land’s tradition of transferring goods and ideas, the IIA
S w

orks

as a clearing-house of know
ledge and inform

ation. This entails

activities such as providing inform
ation services, constructing

an international netw
ork, and setting up international cooper-

ative p
rojects an

d research p
rogram

m
es. In
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ay, the IIA

S

functions as a w
indow

 on Europe for non-Europeans and con-
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tes to
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d
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R
esearch fellow

s at a post-PhD
 level are tem

porarily em
ployed

by or affiliated to the Institute, either w
ithin the fram

ew
ork of a

collaborative research p
rogram

m
e, or on

 an
 in

d
ivid

u
al basis.

The IIA
S organizes sem

inars, w
orkshops, and conferences, pub-

lishes a n
ew

sletter (circulation
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0
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 copies),
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uide to A

sian Studies

in Europe , a printed version of parts of this database, w
as pub-

lished in 1998. The Institute also has its ow
n server and Inter-

net site to w
hich a grow

ing num
ber of Institutes related to A

sian

Studies is linked. 

Since 1994 the IIA
S has been appointed to run the secretariat

of the European Science Foundation A
sia C

om
m

ittee (Stras-

bourg). Together w
ith the C

om
m

ittee, the IIA
S shares the objec-

tive of im
proving the international cooperation in the field of A

sian

Studies (additional inform
ation can be acquired at the IIA

S). 
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The International Institute for A
sian Studies is a

postdoctoral research centre based in Leiden and

A
m

sterdam
. The m

ain objective of the IIA
S is to encourage

A
sian Studies in the H

um
anities and the Social Sciences

(ranging from
 linguistics and anthropology to political

science, law
, environm

ent and developm
ent studies) and to

prom
ote national and international cooperation in these

fields. The IIA
S w

as established in 1993 on the initiative of

the R
oyal N

etherlands A
cadem

y of A
rts and Sciences,

U
niversiteit Leiden, U

niversiteit A
m

sterdam
, and the Free

U
niversity A

m
sterdam

. It is financed m
ainly by the

N
etherlands M

inistry of Education, C
ulture, and Sciences. 
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Editorial Upon introducing its beverage to China in the fifties, Coca Cola asserted that the nation’s tea ceremonies would soon give way to its bev-

erage, uniform in quality and taste, efficiently distributed via vending machines. Since the fifties, we have experienced, enjoyed or suffered many such marketing

campaigns, which contributed to the world’s state of constant flux. 

As for the newsletter, it is not averse to change. Quite on the contrary. Reactions to our new design which was introduced in the previous issue have been main-

ly positive and we also welcome your reactions to this issue. Whereas Tanja Chute has recently left as newsletter editor, looking to the future we are pleased that

Thomas Lindblad will join us as Insular Southeast Asia editor per 1 October.

China’s hosting of the 2008 Olympics, is a milestone event for commercial enterprise in China. As a topic for research, these Olympics and the Football World

Cup earlier this year render this issue’s theme ‘ Sports in Asia’ quite timely. Theme editor, Wolfram Manzenreiter provides us with a collection of articles in a pris-

tine field of research. A field of research giving unique insights into the makings of society.

To return to beverages and tea, we are no staunch supporters of tea ceremonies and prefer a world with both beverages and tea. Proven by the scope of research,

events, concerns, and insights which we continue to touch upon, the IIAS Newsletter wants to be a platform for Asian Studies in the broad sense and I hope that

in this issue we have once again succeeded in that respect. < Maurice Sistermans
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A
SEM

 4: 

W
h

at m
ay be exp

ected
?

I

A
tten

tion
 Su

bscribers!!

Your subscriber’s inform
ation

 has been included in
 our database. 

A
s this database needs to be updated regularly, a print-out of your inform

ation

accom
pan

ies this issue.

W
e kindly request you to check these data and fill in any alterations and/or

additions on the enclosed m
utation

 form
. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation
. <

K
in

d regards, IIA
S

Attention! >

continued >


